Step 3: Now that you have a level table from side to side, and end to end, I want you to check to see which side pocket has the least dip in the frame. Check the level and write down the readings from R1 to L7, L1 to R7, R13 to L7, and L13 to R7.
Which side pocket reads closest to level? Let’s say it’s the right side pocket in this case. 

Step 4: Place your level setup including the razor blades at R3 to R5, and notice the level reading. Take a flat tip screw driver and a hammer, wedge the screw driver between the frame of the table and the slate backer inline with the slate screw and raise the slate up enough to insert a leveling shim between the slate and frame next to your screw driver next to the slate screw. 

Pound in the wedge until the slate is raised up until level. Tighten the slate screw until its snug. 

Step 5: Repeat the same steps for L3 to L5, tighten slate screw snug.
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Note: Shims at the seams of the slates should always be placed on the inside area of the slate screws, close to the slate screws. If the shims are a little to thick for my liking, I use my belt sander to thin the ends of the shims by placing them flat against a board and sanding them flatter. Other wise, these are the best shims I’ve ever bought and used in this business. When I’m done leveling the slates, I just go around and break off the remainder of the shim sticking out. Doing this also means that if anyone follows me in moving this table, they’re going to have to get their own shims as mine are not going to be usable again…LOL. Home Depot and Lowe’s carry the shims I buy.   
Step 6: Now insert shims at R6 and L6. Pound them in far enough to raise the slate to almost flush with R5 and L5. Now insert shims at R8 and L8 just far enough in to hold the shims in place. Place the level setup to read from R5 to R8. Raise R8 to level, now do the same thing from L5 to L8. Take your machinist level, place it across the seam R5/R6, turn it up on edge, look under the level at the point of contact and see if the slates are flush to each other, raise R6 until flush with R5, snug slate screw. Repeat checking the level from R5 to R8, bring up to level, snug slate screw. Now repeat the same steps for L6 to L8. 
Step 7: Now raise R9 close to flush with R8, then raise L9 to L8 until flush, snug slate screw. Go back to R9; raise it to flush with R8, snug slate screw. 
Step 8: Place your level read from R3 to L3, it should still be level. Now snug your end slate screws and watch for any changes in the side to side level. Repeat the steps for R11 to L11. 
Step 9: Time to check the overall level. If you leveled your table correctly from end to end at the start, then from R11 to R9, and L11 to L9 should be level. Now check the level between R3 to R5, R6 to R8, L3 to L5, L6 to L8, for end to end level, Now check R1 to L1, R5 to L5, R6 to L6, R8 to L8, R9 to L9 and R13 to L13 for side to side level. 
Note: As a reminder all these level adjustments and checks should still be being done with your carpenter level straight edge and machinist level on top, still checking from razor blade to razor blade as to NOT be getting any faults slate readings. All the leveling you’ve done up to this point has been the easy leveling system, now it’s going to get a little more complicated from here until it gets finished. 
Step 10: In this step what we’re going to do now is straight level the slates from end to end down both sides of the table using only the machinist level. Place your machinist level at R3 reading in the direction of the foot of the table. Note the level reading, and write it down with an arrow on the slate in the direction of the high bubble, if it’s not already showing level. Then move the level to R5 and check the level there and do the same thing. What we’re checking for is if there is any sag in the slate between points R3 to R5. Repeat the same level check between R6 to R8, R9 to R11, L3 to L5, L6 to L8, and from L9 to L11. Take a look at all the level readings you wrote down on the slate and determine which points have sag, if any. If for example: you determined that level at point R3 was reading .0010 high towards the head end of the slate, and point R5 was reading .0010 high towards the center slate, then you have a sag in the slate. To correct this, loosen one slate screw holding down this side of the side slate, place a shim in the center of the slate located at R4, pound it in a little, then retighten the slate screw back to flush with the seam. Check your readings again at points R3 and R5 for level. Repeat this step until the slate lays flat between these two points. When you’re done, you should be able to place your machinist level any where along the outside edges of the slates on either side,  reading from head to foot, the level should read level, or at least real close to level. Once you’ve straight lined both sides of the slates, you’re ready to fine tune the level of the slates from side to side.   
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